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It starts at a nursery. Who’s getting on? It’s a whole 
class of children and their teacher.

Choo-Choo Train chugs through the town. 
And  today, it is taking a very exciting trip.



And Choo-Choo chug, chug, chugs off,  
along to Al Noor Island.
Look at all the butterflies in the Butterfly House! 
Can you count them?
Next

Chug, chug, chug...



Time for Choo-Choo to go to the aquarium. 
There are so many fish! Can you find the 
seahorse?



Choo-choo chug, chug, chugs along to the police station
Who wants to be a police officer? 

where are they going next?

Chug, chug, chug...



It’s the Wasit Nature Reserve.  
Can you see a bird?



Now it’s time to visit Mughaider Children’s Center. 
Let’s eat some lunch and draw what you’ve already 
seen today. 



Choo-Choo chug, chug, chugs along. 

Where now? It’s the Discovery Centre!  

What do you want to play with?



It makes a tour of the city until it reaches 
the Montazah Park.

It’s so much fun splashing in the water.
Chug, chug, chug...
Choo-Choo



Finally the Choo-Choo returns to Al Qasba.
What a wonderful way to finish the day! 



Accompany the Choo Choo on its trip.

Put the stickers provided on the right pages.

Put          next to the places you have already visited.

Put          next to the places you have not visited yet.

Activity:



And so The Choo Choo continues on its exciting trip around Sharjah with new 
friends on board. Would you like to join the Choo Choo?
Put your photo and the photos of the friends you want to join you in the train.



The Emirate of Sharjah has been focusing its attention on children 
and youth for many years. Sharjah has established a comprehensive 
strategy to provide them with a safe life and special care so as 
to guarantee their rights in all aspects. Its continuous efforts to 
empower and advance children and youth was globally recognized 
and earned Sharjah the well-deserved ‘United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund’ (UNICEF) title ‘A Child and Youth 
Friendly City’. 

Awarding this title to Sharjah did not come by mere coincidence. 
It was the carefully studied and inevitable outcome of forty year 
of efforts founded on the ambitious visions of His Highness Sheikh 
Dr. Sultan Bin Muhammad Al Qasimi; Member of the UAE Supreme 
Council and Ruler of Sharjah, and his wife Sheikha Jawaher Bint 
Muhammad Al Qasimi; President of the Supreme Council for Family 
Affairs. From this council emerged several foundations, initiatives 
and authorities that integrated together to care for children and 
youth, protect them and provide all the support necessary to refine 
their skills and develop their capacities and talents. The efforts 
exerted by the Office of “Sharjah a Child Friendly City” to back 
Sharjah in earning the title “Children and Youth Friendly City” proved 
to be a hard-earned crowning of that noble approach. 

In May 2016, the Office of “Sharjah a Child Friendly City”, tasked 
with the implementation of plans and strategies that provide 
support for children and youth in Sharjah, applied to join the 
initiative of ‘International Child and Youth Friendly Cities’ affiliated 
to UNICEF. The office’s aim was supplementing the efforts exerted 
by the Emirate to enhance policies and support measures that 
positively affect the growth and welfare of children. That fact makes 

Sharjah a unique place for children and youth to live, play and learn. 

This endeavor is consistent with the predispositions of the UAE and 
its commitment to secure the highest standards of care and welfare 
of children. The country endorsed the Children’s Rights Agreement 
in 1997. However, the efforts that aimed at advancing the children’s 
status, at the local and federal levels, had started long before that 
date. The issue of children’s rights occupies a significant priority in 
the vision of the development state. 

The office of ‘Sharjah Child Friendly City’ signed the first 
memorandum agreement with the UNICEF in August 2016 to 
start preparing Sharjah Emirate as a candidate for the global 
initiative. From September 2016 and until February 2017, the 
office performed an assessment study and an internal analysis of 
children’s and youth’s situation in the Emirate, in collaboration with 
all children’s foundations.  It also organized numerous dialogue 
sessions with specialists, children and their families. 

In February 2017, the nomination of Sharjah to the global initiative 
was announced. A short term implementation plan (for one 
year only) was launched in association with UNICEF to work 
on achieving the requirements of the accreditation. A special 
guidance committee for the project was formed from directors of 
government departments and children’s institutions. Initiatives and 
strategies to protect children’s rights were also launched.

Up until June 2018, the office organized a number of activities, 
meetings and visits to complete the accreditation requirements. 
It held 150 official meetings with government departments and 

institutions concerned with the protection and welfare of children. 
It also organized 30 discussion panels for 350 male and female 
students from public and private schools; children with special 
needs and members of ‘the Rubu’ Qarn’ Foundation for the creation 
of leaders and innovators, as well as 20 visits and events for 
children and youth. 

The office held three workshops for the cadres of the foundations 
involved with children, in addition to nine dialogue sessions and 
two meetings of the project’s guidance committee. It signed two 
agreement memorandums with the UNICEF. 

In May 2018, and further to a comprehensive assessment of 
Sharjah’s efforts, the UNICEF announced Sharjah as the first “Child 
and Youth friendly City” at the global level, in accordance with 
the new criteria and logo of the ‘Initiative of Children and Youth 
Friendly Cities’. His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Muhammad Al 
Qasimi; Member of the UAE Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah 
received the first international accreditation certificate comprising 
the new global logo of the ‘Initiative of Children and Youth Friendly 
Cities’. The event took place during a private session with Sharjah’s 
children, attended by representatives from the Sharjah Children 
Shoura Council and Sharjah Youth Shoura council, as well as a 
number of school students from the Emirate. 

To consolidate this achievement, the Office of ‘Sharjah Child 
Friendly City’ established the general framework of the action 
plan of the project “Sharjah Child and Youth Friendly City” for the 
upcoming years 2019-2021. That was done in consultation and 

coordination with hundreds of children and youth from private 
and public schools; Sharjah city for humanitarian services; the 
children associated with the foundations affiliated to ‘Rubu’ Qarn 
Foundation for the creation of leaders and innovators’, along with 
other foundations working with children, universities, social entities 
and families.

The initiative ‘Children and Youth Friendly Cities’ was launched in 
1996 at the United Nations conference on human settlements 
(HABITAT –UN). UNICEF supervises the implementation of this 
initiative in 36 countries around the world. It encompasses more 
than 30 million children and youth under its aegis. The aim is that 
children (from birth until 24 years of age) acquire all their rights, 
which are stipulated in the ‘Global Convention on the Rights of the 
Child’ in 1989. 

The initiative ‘Children and Youth Friendly Cities’ comprises five 
international goals that the accredited cities are committed to 
include in their strategies and in the working mechanisms of the 
foundations concerned with children. The goals are: Every child 
and youth must feel his importance and be treated equally and 
respectfully by society and all authorities; taking into consideration 
the opinions, needs and priorities of children and youth when 
preparing legislations, policies, programs and budgets related to 
them; availability of basic services for every child and youth; securing 
a safe and clean environment for children and youth; providing them 
with the opportunity to enjoy family life, play and entertainment. 

Office of ‘Sharjah Child Friendly City’
How did Sharjah become a child and youth friendly city?
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